
Don’t Drive 
Like an Ash!

Reduce 
• Distracted driving 
• Impaired driving 
• Road rage

Using 
• Humor
• Illustration
• Discussion prompts
• Practical advice to identify and 

reduce aggression in yourself

The No Right on Red RagerAll images and material © 2025 gd-
insights, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.

www.dontdrivelikethis.com
Don’t Drive Like This and Don’t Drive Like an Ash are and the Ashford and Ashley 
graphical flourishes are trademarks of gd-insights, LLC, New Hampshire, USA



ABOUT GARY DIETZ

Experience in EdTech and training 
experience bringing educational 
offerings to universities and K-12

Author of well-received book and 
materials, speaker engagements 
for “Dads of Disability”

Extensive experience working with 
artists, creatives, and press
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500%
Increase in reported cases of 
road rage over 10 years.

BY THE NUMBERS

31%
According to AAA # of drivers 
distracted at a given time.

114 and 362
Number of road rage shooting 
deaths in ‘24; Number of road 
rage shooting injuries in ‘24.

$3000 and $851
Average cost of repairs 
following road rage. $ per year 
for ins. w/reckless record.

• Impaired driving arrests
• Distracted driving 
• Wrong way driving
• Over 100mph citations

Angry Ashford

The D3: The Distracted, Dangerous, Driver

46% and 36%
Millennials (28 – 42) reported 
cursing at other drivers; Angry 
gesture %.

6% escalated
Percentage of road rage 
incidents that escalated into 
physical confrontations.



OUR MESSAGE AND EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGE

GET DRIVER ATTENTION & INCREASE MESSAGE RETENTION

Current messaging approaches are good, 

but are “expected” and need reinforcement to stick

  Direct imperatives (Don’t drink and drive!)

  Emotional tugs (Show a personal loss of a loved on)

  Financial implications (Lawyer costs)

  Shock and awe in person and videos (Gross pictures)

  Plays on words (Think and Drive!)
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Parking Lot 
Pull through

Our approach:
 Dense visuals
 Humor
 Conversation prompts to: 

- Discuss in groups or think & write about. 
- Light up multiple parts of the brain.
- Instructor, peer, parental supports

Ashley wants her truck to face out.
Skipped open spots, and started to shout!
A small car, other side,
Pulled in fast, not too wide.
Ash’s rage out of control, no doubt.



400%

Learners absorb material 

significantly better with visuals 

and cartoons compared to text alone. 

Studies have shown that visuals can 

improve learning by up to 400%.*

Studies consistently show that 

learners exposed to humorous 

material recall information better, 

even weeks or months later, compared 

to non-humorous content.**
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*https://www.shiftelearning.com/blog/bid/350326/studies-confirm-the-power-of-visuals-in-elearning 
** https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/laughing-learn-risks-rewards-humor-instruction-kevin-marler/

WHY THIS 
APPROACH
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Don’t Drive Like an Ash!

Our pals Ashley and Ashford teach us 
what NOT to do on the road.
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THE APPROACH

1. Instructional 

Illustrations
Simple illustrations help 

students: 

• Clarifying abstract 

concepts

• Supporting memory 

retention

• Promoting thinking 

The Careless Crosswalk Killer

They actively facilitate 

learning

They reduce extraneous 

cognitive load, making it easier 

for students to focus on the 

point

They help students form 

mental models and store 

information in long-term 

memory 



3. Well-crafted, open-ended 

questions targeting higher-order 

cognitive domains (analysis, 

synthesis, evaluation)—promote 

deeper thinking and critical 

engagement. They support 

creativity, critical thinking, and 

confidence.
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2. Learners exposed to 

humorous material recall 

information better, even weeks 

or months later, compared to non-

humorous content.

THE APPROACH



One of 43 
“Spreads”
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Alliterative title

Limerick

Brief overview
of illustration

Discussion 
and writing 
prompts
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CONTENTS

About This Project
Why Aggressive Driving? How Do We Avoid It
The No Right on Red Rager
The Troubling Testy Tailgater
The School Bus Scofflaw
The Spontaneous Street Stopper
The Threatened Tractor Trailer
The Careless Crosswalk Killer
The Miserable Motorcycle Muddle
The Loathsome Litterbug
The Lane Leaping Lunatic
The Bloody, Bambi Blunder
The Belligerent Brake Check
The Automobile Anger Apprentice
The Dubious Donut Derby
The Scared and the Sprayed
The Menacing Merging Misfit
The Besieged Bicyclists
The Risk-taking Roadway Reverser
The Specs, Drugs, and Self Control
The Competitive, Confrontational Commute
The Zip It, Don’t Clip It!
The Wild West Weapon Wielder
The Kill ‘Em with Kindness
The Rogue Road Racers
The Furtive Funeral Finagler
The Left Turn Laceration
The Stressed-Out Student Driver
The Four-Way Stop Situation
The Abrasive Accessibility Abuser
The Parking Lot Pull Through
The Left Lane Exit Escalation

The Reckless Rescue Rubbernecker
The Literally Nobody Behind Me Turn
The D3: The Distracted, Dangerous, Driver 
The Parallel Parking Putz
The Impaired Imbiber, Inhaler, or Injector
The Wheel! Of! Impairment!
The Rural Railroad Rager
The Wide Berth Bumper Buffer
The Power Outage Panic
The Left Lane Loiterer and Triggered Tailgaters
The Lazy Left Losers
The Box Blocking Bonehead
The Flipped Script of Win!

Root cause: Existing personal stressors
Avoidance Technique: Preparation and Planning
Root cause: Misunderstood Intentions
Avoidance Technique: Self-Care
Root cause: Learned Behaviors
Avoidance Technique: Safely Exiting Situation
Root cause: Empathy (or Lack Thereof)
Avoidance Technique: Lifelong Learning
Root cause: Anonymity
Avoidance Technique: Mindset and Perspective - I
Root cause: “Taking it out” on the road
Avoidance Technique: Emotional Awarenes
Root cause: We’re Animals. Well, we are!
Avoidance Technique: Ain’t Nothing Like Courtesy
Root cause: Poor Mental Hygiene or Health
Avoidance technique: Mindset and Perspective I
Root cause: Poorly Regulated Emotions
Root cause: Wild-West Road Justice
Avoidance Technique: You are in Control of You

The D3: The Distracted, Dangerous, Driver



One of the Root Cause / 
Avoidance Technique Spreads
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Together, let’s create and cultivate 

the safest, calmest drivers.
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